Train Station in Centralia, WA 


The Centralia station was constructed by the Northern Pacific Railroad and opened in 
1912 to accommodate the city’s population boom of that era. The station was placed on 
the National Register of Historical Places in 1988. The city and the Washington State 
Department of Transportation (DOT) purchased the depot, spurred by the Burlington 
Northern and Santa Fe Railroad merger, and began restorations in 1996. 


The city hired an architectural firm experienced in historic restoration, Easters and Kittle 
of Issaquah, Wash., to begin work on the deteriorated building, platform, and parking lot. 
Seismic retrofit, heating-ventilating-air conditioning (HVAC) upgrades, fire suppression, 
enhanced utilities, and better lighting were also included in the plan. The first phase of 
construction consisted mainly of exterior work. Four tons of pigeon residue was removed 
from the attic, dormers replaced, new tile roof installed, brick tuck-pointed, and new 
utilities stubbed in, as well as parking lots added. 


The next phase restored the interior, bringing a new terrazzo floor, stripped and varnished 
woodwork, polished brass and new tile. New HVAC and an elevator were installed, 
adding nearly 3,000 square feet of commercial space on the second floor. The restoration 
was completed in April, 2002 and celebrated at Centralia’s first annual Railroad Days 
event. 

The total project cost was $4.4 million with funding from the city of Centralia, the 
Washington State DOT (Rail Branch Division), the Washington State Office of 
Archeology and Historic Preservation, the Washington State Transportation Improvement 
Board, the Federal Highway Administration, and Amtrak. 


Some further cosmetic renovations and modernization of services were also begun in late 
2003. 


In the 1850s, George Washington, a freed slave and adopted son of Anna and James 
Cochran, went west to settle, and began a claim where the Skookumchuck River joins the 
Chehalis River. He was the fourth settler in the area, and occupied his claim to begin 
farming and building. However, the Oregon Territory had just passed a law barring 
settlement by African-Americans; Washington then had his adopted parents, who came 
out to join him, file a claim under the Donation Claim Act for 640 acres. Subsequently, 
when the Washington Territory came into existence, the Cochrans deeded the property to 
Washington. When the Northern Pacific Railroad crossed their land in 1872, Washington 
and his wife, Mary Jane, realized that they lived in the strategic center between Kalama 
on the Columbia River and Tacoma on Puget Sound, and filed a plat for a town in 1875, 
which they named Centerville. The town was incorporated on February 3, 1886. 


